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Exploring the Principle of “Treating Dryness with Acrid” by Traditional Chinese Philology Methods based

on Image Thinking
LI Qiang, BAI Weiguo, FAN Yipin

Institute of Basic Research in Clinical Medicine, China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing, 100700

ABSTRACT This paper explored the ancients’ understanding of internal mechanism of the “dryness” phenomenon
by analyzing the image of the font of the characters “bing (vk)”, “huang (#)” and “che (Jf)”, and hexagrams such
as kan (%) and kun (31). On one hand, water yin collapses and merges due to the extraction of the internal yang qi;
on the other hand, the necessary external channels to maintain the normal water flow are destroyed, and the condition
for smooth distribution is lost. By analyzing the image of the font and rhyme of the character “xin (% )” and the princi-
ple of storing and using ice in The Commentary of Zuo ({#74%)), this paper tried to provide the theoretical basis at the
image level for traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) in treating dryness with acrid. Based on the above understand-
ing, the TCM theories related to the attributes and functions of yang gi and water metabolism of the human body in the
Inner Canon of Yellow Emperor ({#N%)), as well as the prescriptions and explanations to treat dryness with acrid
in Treatise on Cold Damage and Miscellaneous Diseases ({iFEZehiie)) are explored.
Keywords image thinking; image; font; water frozen and ground destroyed; treat dryness with acrid
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